
 
 

 

IBRO 2027 World Congress  
Call for Scientific Symposia 

The Scientific Program Committee (SPC) invites proposals for Scientific Symposia to be included in 

the program of the IBRO 2027 World Congress, which will take place in Cape Town, South Africa, 

from 13-16 September 2027. The Congress aims to showcase cutting-edge, diverse, and globally 

representative neuroscience research, while fostering meaningful scientific exchange and discussion. 

Scientific symposia will be presented in a parallel format during each day of the Congress, and are 

selected based on scientific quality, breadth and relevance of the topic, and the inclusion of speakers 

from diverse backgrounds.

Symposium Format 

Each selected symposium will have a total duration of 2 hours and should follow the structure 

below: 

●​ Introduction by Session Chair (5 minutes) 

●​ 4 Scientific Presentations (26 minutes each), including: 

○​ 18-minute presentation 

○​ 6-8 minute Q&A immediately following each talk 

●​ Moderated Discussion / Panel Session (11 minutes) 

Mandatory Structured Discussion  

The final 11-minute discussion is a core and required element of each symposium and must be 

actively planned by the Session Chair in collaboration with the symposium speakers. Proposals must 

clearly outline how the discussion will be structured, including key themes or questions that will be 

addressed. Inclusion of diverse views on unresolved questions, differences in approaches, including in 

resource-limited regions, may enrich such discussions. 

 

 

 



 

The Session Chair is expected to actively lead and curate the discussion by connecting relevant 

scientific themes and concepts introduced across the individual presentations, revisiting questions 

raised during earlier Q&A segments, ensuring balanced participation among the speakers, and 

maintaining timing and focus.

Session Chair and Speakers 

Symposia should address scientifically significant and timely topics that engage a broad, 

multidisciplinary audience. Speakers should be recognized for their independent contributions to the 

field and be able to communicate their work effectively. Preference will be given to proposals that 

present diverse perspectives on a topic rather than the work of a single collaborating group, and that 

are likely to stimulate active discussion around unresolved and/or contentious issues in the field. 

Number of Session Chairs/Speakers 

Each symposium should include one Session Chair, who will also serve as moderator for the 

symposium, and four speakers. Together, they should form a complementary panel that supports a 

clear and coherent scientific narrative around a defined topic.  

The Session Chair may also serve as one of the four speakers.  

Career Stage 

Speakers are expected to be established researchers (P.I. or similar) who have actively contributed to 

the field. Postdoctoral Fellows with demonstrated independent research contributions may also serve 

as speakers. PhD students are not eligible to serve as speakers.  

 

Commitment to Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) 

Proposals should demonstrate a strong commitment to DEI. Panels must ensure balance across 

gender, geographic representation, institutional affiliation, scientific approaches, and the inclusion of 

underrepresented groups where possible. Diverse and inclusive panels consisting of leading scientists 

from across different world regions will be viewed positively.  

Organizers are strongly encouraged to include speakers from different regions of the world and 

to ensure that the symposium reflects the global nature of the neuroscience community.  
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Proposals that include speakers from the same institution, from only one country, or lacking gender 

representation will not be accepted into the final program.

Choice of Themes 

You are required to submit your proposal under one of the official IBRO 2027 World Congress 

themes listed below. Scientifically focused topics of broad relevance will be of particular interest to 

the Scientific Program Committee when evaluating submissions.  

1.​ Development, Plasticity and Evolution 

2.​ The Aging Brain: Mechanisms, Resilience, and Vulnerability 

3.​ Molecules, Cells, and Circuits 

4.​ Sensation, Motor Processing, and Integrated Systems 

5.​ Cognition, Emotion, Motivation, and Language 

6.​ Homeostasis, Internal States, and Systemic Integration 

7.​ Computational and Theoretical Neuroscience  

8.​ Neurotechnologies and Artificial Intelligence 

9.​ Disorders of the Nervous System: From Mechanisms and Translation to Therapy 

10.​ Environmental Factors and Pathogens Influencing the Nervous System 

11.​ Neuroscience in Society: Ethics, Diversity, and Global Impact 

 

 

Evaluation and Decision Progress 

Proposals will be evaluated based on scientific quality, originality, and relevance, as well as the 

coherence of the proposed session, the strength and complementarity of speakers, and the quality 

and feasibility of the planned discussion format, in particular when these include aspects that 

broaden the discussion to topics related to DEI. 

In some cases, the Scientific Program Committee may accept proposals pending modifications to 

improve quality, meet DEI requirements, and/or to make it coherent with other selected symposia. 
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All correspondence, including for final decisions, will be sent by email to the proposal submitter. 

Selected proposals will be notified in December 2026. Proposals will be considered fully 

accepted only once all invited speakers have confirmed their participation and agreed to the terms 

and conditions.

Registration and Participation 

Session Chairs and speakers of all selected symposia will be granted a registration fee waiver but 

are responsible for their own travel and accommodation expenses. Further details will be provided 

upon acceptance. 

 In addition, each selected symposium may access a financial contribution of up to $2,000 USD in 

support for travel and accommodation costs for speakers from LMIC countries or from 

underrepresented backgrounds. 

Individuals may participate only once as symposium speaker or Session Chair during the congress 

program. In cases where individuals are included in more than one selected symposium, the individual 

must choose which symposium to join. The Session Chair of the affected proposal(s) will be 

responsible for identifying a suitable replacement. 

If a speaker must be replaced after selection, the replacement must be of a comparable career stage 

and maintain the required diversity balance. Any change requires approval by the Scientific Program 

Committee Co-Chairs. 

All speakers and Session Chairs of selected symposia are required to sign a conflict of interest (COI) 

disclosure form, mentioning any financial or commercial interests associated with the topic on which 

they are speaking. 

 

Timeline 

1 June 2026: Call for symposia submissions opens 

31 July 2026: Submission Deadline 

September- October 2026: Review of submissions by Scientific Program Committee 

November 2026: Final selection of symposia
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Submission Requirements 

All proposals must be submitted via the official online system during the submission period, from 1 

June to 31 July 2026. During the submission and review process, the individual who submitted the 

application will serve as the primary contact and is responsible for the transfer of information to and 

from the other proposed speakers.  

1.​ Proposal Information 

Applicants must provide the following information: 

●​ Theme 

●​ Title (maximum 100 characters) 

●​ Brief description of the symposium that may be used in the public program information 

(maximum 500 characters including spaces) 

●​ Objectives (maximum 1500 characters including spaces), which should: 

○​ Describe the  scientific purpose and content of the symposium, 

○​ Justify the choice of speakers and Session Chair, 

○​ Highlight the novelty and relevance of the proposed topic in a global context  

●​ Diversity statement describing particular aspects of the proposal that may enhance 

understanding of issues linked to diversity, including speaker representation, inclusion of 

underrepresented groups and other regionally relevant issues  

●​ Description of discussion topics for the moderated panel discussion  
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2.​ Session Chair and Speaker Information 

It is the obligation of the proposer to ensure that all proposed speakers and Session Chairs are in 

agreement with their inclusion in the proposal prior to submission. All speakers and Session Chairs 

should be informed by the proposer of the particular conditions for participation in the World 

Congress. 

For each speaker, the following information is required: 

●​ Title of presentation (maximum 150 characters) 

●​ First name, Last name and initials 

●​ Gender (Woman, Man, Non-Binary, Prefer not to disclose) 

●​ Professional title 

●​ Institutional affiliation(s) 

●​ Contact  details (mailing address, telephone, email) 

●​ 2-3 Relevant publications for each speaker 

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that all information is accurate at the time of submission.  

Incomplete submissions will not be considered. 
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